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Thebes Court House, Thebes, Illinois ALEXAH DL

by Edger E. Lundeen, Bloomington, Illinois - May 19354

"In the earliest dayé of which we have any record, Thebes
was known as *Spar Hawk's Neét' or as 'Spar Hewk's Lending'.
Just when it was given the claséic'name of Thebes is unknown.
It was pletted in 1844. Writers who say it is ever surround-
od by the Mississippi even in time of high water are in error,
for only & small portion of it is in the bottom. The remainder
of it is snugly looated on the hillside of on the_hiils, to
resch whioh.we have fo climb a stéirway of 98 ragnlar;étepe
and then'go up en iﬁcliﬁe of sbout 30 degrees from A hofiéog-'
tal for & good one hundred yards." _

Thebes was the third seat of the Court, 1845 - 1860. It
wes preceeded by Americe 1819 to 1843, aﬁd Unity 1843 to 1845,
end followed by Cairb, 1860 to fhe present day. |

The (0ld Court House at Thebes was completed in 1848. Mr.

E. Esrnst BRerkheusen, born in Prussis, aﬁd a German treained
architect was the architect and contreactor for this building.
He settled in Thebes in 1845.

"It is a two-story stone bullding,kso built as to have the

first story set back into the brow of the hill, @nsdds to have

the floor of the second story about_leﬁel with the ground et
the baeck. Across the front there wes e Iong poroh with atone

columne and from this porch you could get a wonderful view of
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the Fgther of Waters far below. Very much like the roeds ap~-
proaching some of the fortified towns of the Ol¢é World did the
old road wend its circuitous route from the landing up by this

venersble temple of Justice to the top of the hill and on to

the Indian Country ferther East.” This road is now abandoned.

: the tradiki
Altho we have been unable to verify gi,r%gﬁﬁnof the citiw

zens claim that Abraham Lincoln spoke in this building. 1%
is certein thet General Logan piead a law suit there end alsc
_ spoke here for the Union in the tryingkdays of 1861.
" After the County seat wes moved to Cairo the Old Court

- House wes used as & ohurch for a while aund later was left

- vacant for a number of yesrs, only to be the abode of bats

/‘ _ and owls. Finally it was bought by the 1.0.0.F who are the
presenf owners. 1n repairing it several changes were made which
have detract#d mich from its originel cherm. The o0ld roed has |
also.been dhanged so that this building oan be spproached only
from the rear,

An early'photograph, owned by a local postemsn shows evi-
dence of a double stairway up to the second floor undef the two
storied'poroh. The second floor was apparently e single room
originally, with no evidence of any interior stairway.

Local lore tells of a prisoner oondemned Yo desth and cone-
fined in one of the two dismal cells on the ground floor. He
dug his way to freedom through the three foot thick wall on

-the south side and was never recaptured. Evidenoes of a patch-
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ed hole in the masonry eeem to bear out the tale. The other
cell, e little lese dismel, and less heavily gusrded, was for
womeﬁ. |
Tface_e of two fireplaces on the ground floor still exist,
but etrengely enough there is no evidence of & fireplace on
the main floor. .
References: Publications of Illinois State
Hietorical Society Vol. #34.
pp 71«72
History of Alexander, Union and

Pulaski Countiee .
by Wm. H. Perrin pp 464-465
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Patent. U.S.A. to Franklin G. Hughes and '
Joseph Chandler 10/15/35. '-
W.D. Josish Chandler et ux to
Frenklin G. Hughes 12/30/35.
"~ W.D.  Franklin G. Hughes et ux to Geo. W.
* Spsrhawk end Geo. P. Frazler 8/19/36.
8.%.D. G.P.Frazier et ux to ¢.W.Sparhawk Jr. 9/17/44.

w.D. G.W,.Sparhavwk Jr. et al to County of
Alexander. 2/26/4b.
Plet ¥arch 2, 1846, shows said blook was
donated to said County of Alexander for
County Seat.

Q.C.D. Alexander County to Trustees of W.E. _
Churchs Building only. | 3/ 3/68.

Q.C.D. Alexender County to Mrs. Lou C. Gibbe. 7/16/79.

3.W.D. Lou C. Gibbs.and husband to Truetees of
United Baptist Church of Jesus Christ,
oalled Sexten Creek Church. All of
said blook except south pert. B/bﬁ/?Q.

Q.C.D. Lou C. Gibbs and hueband to Thomas A.
Brown, south part of said blook. 4/%Q/80.

Q.C.De Thomms A. Brown et ux to Mrs. Lou C. _
' Gibbs. | 5/ 8/86.

Cert. of Master in Chancery to C.C.
Miller, sele. 5/ 6/1920.

8.W.D. C.C.Miller to Trustees of Bridge City
Lodge #963 of I. 0. 0. F. 6/21/1920.

Submitted by John M. Dewey,
Recorder for
Alexender County,

gafPo, T1linois.




